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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OTRA, PFOR, SP 
SUBJECT: OSORIO VISIT TO U.S. 

1 . THE INFORMAL VISIT TO THE US OF SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 
ALFONSO OSORIO RECEIVED STEADY COVERAGE IN THE MADRID 
PRESS FROM THE TIME HE ARRIVED THERE. THE THEMES OF 
EACH DAY'S ACCOUNTS WERE INVARIABLY THE HIGH LEVEL AT 
WHICH HE WAS BEING OR WOULD BE RECEIVED, AND THE HIGH 
LEVEL OF INTEREST, SYMPATHY, AND ENCOURAGEMENT REGARDING 
THE SPANISH DEMOCRATIZATION PROCESS THAT OSORIO ENCOUNTERED 
IN BOTH THE EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE BRANCHES. THERE 

WAS PHOTOGRAPHIC COVERAGE OF THE CHAT WITH PRESIDENT 
CARTER AND OF THE MEETINGS WITH SECRETARY VANCE 
AND DEPUTY SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER. 

2. THIS CENTRAL THEME WAS STRESSED BY OSORIO UPON HIS RETURN 
TO MADRID, WHICH ALSO GOT HEAVY PRESS PLAY. NOTING THAT 

HE HAD NOT CUT HIS TRIP SHORT (DESPITE THE TERRORIST 
ACTS HERE) BECAUSE PRIME MINISTER SUAREZ DECIDED HE 
SHOULDN'T, OSORIO EMPHASIZED PRESIDENT CARTER'S "FAVORABLY 
INTERESTED CONCERN FOR ALL SPAIN'S PROBLEMS" AND ALSO SPOKE 
OF THE PRESIDENT'S "EXTRAORDINARY PERSONALITY, SYMPATHY, 

AND ATTRACTIVENESS". OSORIO SAID HE AND SECRETARY VANCE 
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HAD "ANALYZED THE CURRENT SPANISH POLITICAL SITUATION AND 
THE VARIOUS PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE". IN HIGHLIGHTING OUR 
SYMPATHY FOR DEMOCRATIZATION, HE INDICATED THE U.S. WAS OF 
COURSE NOT INTERFERING IN SPANISH NATIONAL AFFAIRS. OSORIO 
REPORTEDLY SAID HE DETECTED A NUANCE OF DIFFERENCE ON U.S. 

ATTITUDES TOWARDS EURO-COMMUNISM. HE ALSO SAID HE HAD BROUGHT 
UP THE ISSUE OF U.S. RESTRICTIONS ON THE IMPORT OF SHOES. AND 
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ACCORDING TO ONE PAPER HE SAID HE RASIED IT, ' ALTHOUGH IN 
PASSING ", WITH THE SECRETARY. 

3. THE OSORIO VISIT CAME AT THE SAME TIME AS A SPATE OF 
TERRORIST ACTS DESIGNED TO SHAKE THE DEMOCRATIZATION PROCESS, 

ACTS WHICH LEFT MADRID SHOCKED AND ANXIOUS. THROUGHOUT THIS 
TENSE PERIOD, OSORIO WAS BEING QUOTED AS FINDING AT THE HIGHEST 
LEVELS OF THE USG INTEREST, SYMPATHY AND ECOURAGEMENT FOR 
DEMOCRATIZATION. THIS SYMBOLIC MANIFESTATION OF U.S. SUPPORT 
DURING A TIME OF TROUBLES GAVE A PSYCHOLOGICAL BOOST TO THAT 
PROCESS AND TO THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT WHICH IS ENTRUSTED WITH 
CARRYING IT OUT.STABLER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, VISITS, MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 01 -Feb-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MADRID00820 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770035-1073 
Format: TEL 
From: MADRID 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770286/aaaacxzb.tel 

Line Count: 74 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 5d926dcd-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3442141 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: OSORIO VISIT TO U.S. 

TAGS: OTRA, PFOR, SP, US, (OSORIO, ALFONSO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/5d926dcd-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



